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SUBJECT: PIRELLI AND POLITICAL SCENE: 

1 . 1 CALLED ON PIRELLI TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR LAST MEETING 
(MILAN 1722) WHEN WE DISCUSSED HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE NEW LEFT 
WING DAILY LA REPUBBLIC (SEE MILAN 1713). AT THE TIME I HAD LAMENTED 
THE ANTI-US, ANTI-DC LINE TAKEN BY MONDADORI'S PANORAMA AND URGED 
THAT PIRELLI USE HIS INFLUENCE WITH THE DIRECTOR OF LA REPUBBLICA 
TO TAKE IT EASIER ON THE US AND ITALY’S ATLANTIC RELATIONS. 

2. 1 SAID THAT I EEARED THAT THE UNRELENTING 
ATTACKS UPON THE DCS FAULTS AND SHORTCOMING DID NOT 

DO MUCH TO PROVIDE A DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE BUT A GREAT DEAL TO 
HAND ITALY OVER TO THE COMMUNISTS. IN THE SEARCH FOR A PERFECT PARTY 
AND PEREECT LEADERSHIP, THE INTELLECTUAL LEFT WAS DESTROYING THE ONLY 
PRACTICAL DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE TO THE COMMUNISTS. MOREOVER, IT 
WAS HARD TO UNDERSTAND WHY THE WEALTHY ITALIAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
FINANCED THE CORRIERE DELLA SERA, IL GIORNO AND THE WEEKLY NEWS 
MAGAZINES WHICH MADE DESTRUCTION OF THE DC ONE OE THEIR LEADING 
THEMES. 

3. PIRELLI AGREED THAT TODAY THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVE TO THE DC. IT 
WAS NOT THAT HE LIKED IT OR THAT HE COULD JUSTIFY ITS ABUSES. BUT 
HE HAD TO ADMIT THAT IT WAS THE ONLY FORCE CAPABLE OF OPPOSING THE 
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COMMUNISTS. THE SOCIALISTS WERE HOPELESS* HE USED TO MAINTAIN CONTACT 
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WITH THEM IN ROME. BUT TODAY THAT WAS NO LONGER WORTHWHILE. HE DID 
NOT KNOW WHOM TO TRUST NOR WHO SPOKE FOR THE PARTY. AND THE SITUATION 
WAS GETTING WORSE. 

4. IT WAS RIGHT THAT MORE ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE GOOD 
WORKS OE THE DC. BUT IT WAS UNREASONABLE TO SUGGEST THAT THE 
SHORTCOMINGS OE THE DC SHOULD NOT CONTINUE TO BE CRITICIZED. THERE 
WAS CERTAINLY A PROBLEM OE DC LEADERS. HE HAD READ SECRETARY 
KISSINGER'S TESTIMONY BEEORE THE HOUSE AND KNEW OF ANDREOTTI'S VIST. 

HE WELCOMED THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT BUT HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT ANDREO 

TTI. DID HIS PRESENCE IMPLY OUR LAYING ON OF THE HANDS FOR AND- 
REOTTI AS OUR CHOSEN INSTRUMENT? 

5. 1 ASSURED PIRELLI THAT WE FAVORED A RENEWAL OF THE DC LEADERSHIP 
AND THAT WE HAD NO INTENTION OF SUGGESTING THAT ONE LEADER WAS OUR 
MAN. 

6. PIRELLI HOPED THAT WAS THE CASE. AS FOR THE PRESS, HE DID NOT SEE 
THAT CONFINDUSTRIA, OF WHICH HE IS A VICE PRESIDENT, COULD TELL IT 
WHAT TO DO. NOR COULD CONFINDUSTRIA USURP THE ROLE OF A POLITICAL 
PARTY. IT COULD OFFER IDEAS. IT COULD NOT MAKE THE MISTAKE OF THE 
TRADE UNIONS AND BECOME A POETICAL FORCE. 

7. AS FOR THE CORRIERE, HE REGULARLY SAW EDITOR PIERO OTTONE. THEY 
OETEN TALKED. OTTONE INSISTED THAT THE CORRIERE WAS ADJUSTING ITS 
LINE AND CRITICIZING THE COMMUNIST PARTY WHILE LIMITING ITS CRITICIZ- 
CRITICISM OF THE DC TO SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS. IN PIRELLI'S 

VIEW, THE CORRIERE WAS NOW ABOUT ON COURSE. HE AGREED, 

HOWEVER, THAT THE ECONOMIC SECTION CONTINUED TO BE DREADFUL. 

8. IL GIORNO WOULD PROBABLY BE CHANGING ORIENTATION. ENI SUBSIDIZED 
IT AND THE NEW PRESIDENT OF ENI, CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT SETTE WOULD NOT 
BE LIKELY TO LET IT CONTINUE ITS PRESENT LINE. 

9. THE WEEKLIES WERE ANOTHER MATTER. PANORAMA AND ESPRESSO WERE IN 
THE BLACK AND VERY INDEPENDENT MINDED. 

10. 1 TOLD PIRELLI THAT IT WAS PRECISILY HIS AUTHORITY AS A NATIONAL 
LEADER THAT COULD HELP. IT WAS NOT A MATTER OF MONEY OR ADVERTISING 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 MILAN 02127 141004Z 

BUT OF HIS PERSONALLY SPEAKING TO THE DECISION MAKERS AS HE HAD BEEN 
TALKING WITH OTTONE TO CONVINCE THEM OF THE NEED TO TAKE A MORE 
REALISTIC ATTITUDE TOWARD THE KEY ISSUES. IT WAS NOT AN ACADEMIC 
MATTER BUT A PRACTICAL ONE OF THE SURVIVAL OF ITALIAN DEMOCRACY AND 
OF THE WHOLE CONFIGURATION OF THE WESTERN WORLD. 

1 1 . PIRELLI NODDED AND REPLIED THAT HE GOT THE MESSAGE - WITH WHICH 
HE COULDN'T DISAGREE.FINA 
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